New drug targets for cholera therapy.
Intestinal infection with Vibrio cholerae results in secretory diarrhea with potentially massive fluid losses and volume depletion. Morbidity and mortality associated with cholera remain a major problem in the developing world despite the success of oral rehydration therapy. New research aiming to inhibit cholera toxin binding to receptors in the intestine provides an attractive strategy for cholera therapy. Together with anti-secretory agents, including inhibitors of enkephalinase and of the cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator, new treatment options for managing severe diarrhea in cholera could soon be available.